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Klaus Lederer: A Soul for Europe

- Civil society mobilizes in cities like Berlin
for a stronger Europe. » People from all over Europe
- Those who only want to profit from the come here to work, party,
European Union, but do not want to help live, and love. These people
those in need will end up destroying the see their main place of
EU residence as being not just
- We need a strong civil society in order to Berlin, but Europe. «
be a voice for a strong Europe that has
managed to find common ground. Klaus Lederer



https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/europe-basic-an-introduction-f1bb99f43be2
https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/europe-basic-an-introduction-f1bb99f43be2
https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/europe-basic-an-introduction-f1bb99f43be2
https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/europe-basic-an-introduction-f1bb99f43be2
https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/it-is-time-for-european-citizens-to-take-ownership-of-the-european-union-bcaaad08fa05?source=collection_detail----35ad1b727201-----5----------------
https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/it-is-time-for-european-citizens-to-take-ownership-of-the-european-union-bcaaad08fa05?source=collection_detail----35ad1b727201-----5----------------
https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/it-is-time-for-european-citizens-to-take-ownership-of-the-european-union-bcaaad08fa05?source=collection_detail----35ad1b727201-----5----------------
https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/it-is-time-for-european-citizens-to-take-ownership-of-the-european-union-bcaaad08fa05?source=collection_detail----35ad1b727201-----5----------------
https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/it-is-time-for-european-citizens-to-take-ownership-of-the-european-union-bcaaad08fa05?source=collection_detail----35ad1b727201-----5----------------
https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/it-is-time-for-european-citizens-to-take-ownership-of-the-european-union-bcaaad08fa05?source=collection_detail----35ad1b727201-----5----------------
https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/it-is-time-for-european-citizens-to-take-ownership-of-the-european-union-bcaaad08fa05?source=collection_detail----35ad1b727201-----5----------------
https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/key-statements-from-the-online-debate-aee734019368?source=collection_detail----35ad1b727201-----10----------------
https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/key-statements-from-the-online-debate-aee734019368?source=collection_detail----35ad1b727201-----10----------------
https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/a-soul-for-europe-98f2d039f360
https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/a-soul-for-europe-98f2d039f360

Petra Kammerevert: Who will assume responsibility in Europe?

What we need is a Europthat stands for
its citizenst a Europe that is shaped and
experienced directly in communities.

In the medium term, every young
European has to have the opportunity, at
least once, to participate in one of the
ERASMUS+ projects, regardless of the
n _ p cfinangjahsituation.

European citizens have to become more
integrated in political processes and also
become the focus of European policy

» In order to promote

the citizens’ consciousness of
their identity as European
citizens, they have to get
involved in the policy-making
at all levels «

Petra Kammerevert

Michaela Kauer: Experiment with potential for renewal

The European Commission has to

involve the local eével of government

gl rfc amlrcvr md n
the member states will have to

relinquish powers in both directions,
whether they wish to or not.

The EU Urban Agenda must outgrow

its project status.

» Cities have to let go of
their engrained (and often
Jjustified) mistrust and
become more European. «

Michaela Kauer
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Political unification became possible
because European culture and science
had already been existing for centuries.
Likewise, political unification can neither
replace nor force the cultural process
without which the European Union would
only be a technocratic project.

An agenda by urban areas for Europe can
achieve more than any EU programme
could ever do.

To build a more democratic, stronger, and
more successful Union, we need first and
foremost to strengthen its fundament and
build anew European consensus.

» Do we, as Europeans,
have a shared destiny?
Do we only want to
cooperate or be united? «

Jo Leinen

Rudiger Kruse: The Europe ofcities

Cities face similar challenges, regardless

of the respective nation. For instance, » Opinions are formedin =~ - ",
integration succeeds or fails in cities. the cities. Connections =
Europe will not be a Europe of cities or of z
nations; it will have to be a Europe of b etween. .
citizens if it is to enjoy a future connections between

cities. «

Riidiger Kruse
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Michael Cramer: Europe and the future of mobility

- More and more cities start to realise the
great potential of an efficient public

; » The EU member 2 %
transport system and smart nvestments f
in bicycle infrastructure. states have provento be r‘ia‘" {
- The European Union has great potential to more powerful, if they g J

lead the world community on this path. If act jointly. «
we succeed in becoming a credible role
model for climate protection worldwide,
we can motivate other states to follow our Michael Cramer
lead but ako serve them with consistent
best practice experience.

Hella Dunger-Loper:? d d g p k g | e tntowards|a Hurgpganicemtity

- The futurelies in cities with their

economic power, productivity, potential » Bringing these many

and infrastructure for a knowledge components together and

society. initiating new local initiatives
- ltis only histories that are recognized and | will require a new multi-level

felt together and common traditions and governance, as stipulated in

experiences that lead to a shared sense of | the Pact of Amsterdam. «
identity and soldarity, closeness, affinity
and home. Hella Dunger-Léper

- The responsibilities for the process to be
successful involve an interplay between
the local and the European.
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Julia Hoffmann: What does ittake to respond?

- -Pcgnmlgg gjgrw® a_|l
amllcar gml “cruccl - »Ultimately, Europe belongs
- @jthg capa@ity to answer to to us: residents, citizens, new-
something. comers, migrants, families,

- Civil society is essential for bringing policymakers and many
about positive social change in others. Together we can de-
Europe. People in European termine its direction. «
initiatives are doing their work out
of dedicationt because they care. Julia Hoffmann

Ulrike Guérot: The place of citizens in the Europeanproject

- Itis time to discover the place of citizens
in the European project and to remember
that citizenst not statest are sovereign.

- The European citizens urgently need a
learning experience to internalize their
role as part of a political body.

» As much as Europe
achieved a single market
and a single currency, a
single citizenship is now the
task of today’s Europe. «

Ulrike Guérot
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the walk. That means behavioral changes
in daily life. Body care and democracy care

would be part of the same daily routine than we might have
wished for «

» Like it or not, you, me,
and us are more important

Verena Ringler

Emil Boc, Rarita ZbrancaFive Ways to Build Europe from Within

- There is no single way of being European.
We think the time has come to tell Europe | » There is no single way
our story, so that, together, we might find
new solutions for the challenges we face.
Our story it is about building Europe from
within.

of being European. «

Emil Boc & Rarita Zbranca
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Maria Skora, Das Progressive Zentrum?2 g gs kgl e agrgxtel g- pcqgnt

Crises can become catalysts for mobilizing
citizens for self-help and solidarity.

Europe needs strong social engagement to
enhance civil participation in reforming

the European project.

There is a good chance that including the
citizens in thepolicy-making process will
improve its transparency and rebuild trust
gl r fc nmj gaw Kk _ i C p q MariaSkéra, Das Progressive Zentrum

» We are facing a bizarre
distinction between the “good”
and the “bad” actors of civil
society (...) But can one censor DAS
. o . PROGRESSIVE
civil engagement in response ZENTRUM
to its critical approach to

European values? «

Sabine Verheyen:European Reinvention through culture and active citizenship

It is crucial, to further develop and
reinvent our Union to make it a success
story that lasts, taking every single citizen
and city with us on this journey.

An element that is often forgotten in the
debate is that EU citizens as well as local
and regionalcommunities are the
foundation of the European Union.
Bckmap_aw a_|I|I I mr "¢
home. It is not a one way street.

» Every single person involved
in the European integration
process needs to broaden his or
her horizon on a daily basis to
envision a European future. «

Sabine Verheyen

Sir Graham Watson:A NewCongress of Europe

The people of Europe would be happier if
they knew what the final destination was

likely to be. And perhaps we need a new

Congress of Europe to decide that

» The European Union has
brought a lot of good for the
citizens of Europe which is
often today taken for granted. «

Sir Graham Watson
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has not had anyinfluence on their lives » Why does it so often seem
and how could it? This is not necessarily a | that there is a correlation

fact but these are feelings, which matter. betweenindividual’s

Why should, say, a Spanish Commissioner
know exactly what matters most in

Finland or does a Luxembourgian leader
really care about what mattersto people

in East Midlands? Satu Kuitunen
Are there conditions for shared European
culture to exist within EU/Europe where
there is a great multiplicity of cultures and
identities?

socio-economic status and
the experience of EU? «
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Rasmus Udde:Europe+ a concept filled with opportunities

- What is Europe to someone who did not
have the privilege to choose where to
study and someone who is one spmfic
location bound for one reason or another?

- Thus, | truly believe that | must assume
responsibility for Europe. However, this is
not enough. Because if people like me
assume responsibility for Europe from an
early age, we will purely shape Europe the
way we see fit, through our eyes.

- Can Europewide education help bridge
the gap between people and our culture?

» What is Europe to
someone who did not have
the privilege to choose
where to study? «

Rasmus Udde
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Ferdinand Richard:- Uf m g g ggskgle pcgnmlgg gjgrw

- | consider that one of the main threats to
the European dream is the obviously » One of the main threats
growing disequilibrium between to the European dream is
peripheries and centers, and north and the obviously growing
south Europe. _ _ disequilibrium between

- Rmb_w-q nmjgrga_j a9 peripheriesand centers «

us to remember that the ultimate goal of
the Euopean project requires an
acceptable level of federalism, a consistent Ferdinand Richard
reduction of the NationQr _r c g - b
pcgcpt Ag® &Asjrspc* Bcdclqgc-Glrcjjgeclac*
Social Integration policies, Healthcare and Education), and certainly a complete

revision of the Eurgean political power decisionmaking process.
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Levan Khetaguri: The Role of the EU irGeorgia

- Success for Georgia is equated with its
political convergence to Europe and the » Leaving past experiences
European Union. It is equated with the
assurance of our future development as
free citizens.

behind, Europe is our way
into the future. «

Levan Khetaguri
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Silke Gebel:Europet+ A Responsibility for My Generation

- To this end, my generation holds apecial
responsibility: To us, distance has become
secondary. We grew up in a Schengen
Europe without border controls.

- If we in the cities, the smallest entity of
democracy, raise our voices, we can
become the chorus of Europe!

- We need to stand togethefor an idea that
has brought our generation an
unprecedented era of peace and
prosperity+ the European idea.

» The challenges we face in Eu-
rope are the same everywhere.
Let us try to solve them with
ideas from all over Europe!
That is our urban agenda. «

Silke Gebel
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Bernhard Schneider: Europeans of all nationsunite!

The European Urban Agenda is long
overdue. Its aims, howeegr, cannot be
achieved on this oneway track. It cannot

be done unless the cities themselves start
acting as European players. In the end, the
complementary European Agenda of Cities
af | lcjgle rfcgp agr
aspirations and competences will make

the difference.

» Where will the renewal
originate from? From cities.
From us, the people of the
European Union.

The sovereign. «

Bernhard Schneider

Bgl _ dwherpboparidn is not enough: reframing center and periphery

The question is not what a citizen idyut
what a citizen can do!

Culture itself becomes an inclusive field in
which citizens do not spectate, but
participate.

Cities, citizens and culture are key pillars
of modern democracy.

Culture seizes to be property of elites and
becomes a public good.

» We never know what a
culture is until we experience
what it can do «

Dina Cubri¢

Steve Austen:Cities, Citizens & Culture: the key pillarsof Europeanldentity

The civil society must take up the
chall_enge to off_er _mod_es of |d_ent|f|cat|on, » More focus on the role of
sharing and optimism in the direst the citizen ... will support the
surrounding oft the citizens. EU and EP strivings and the
need for cohesion within the
local community. «

Steve Austen
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Juan Gabriel VasquezLetter to (and from) Europe

- Values of the Enlightenment can easily be

recognised: they are everything that the
religious fanatics try to destroy. They a
the secular, tolerant, liberal, open Europe,
the Europe of empathy, the Europe that |
call humanistic, by which | basically mean:
on a human scale

» people suddenly see them-
selves obliged to wave flags
and to employ chauvinism so
that they can remain in the
game during elections.

That is a mistake. «

Juan Gabriel Vasquez

Priya Basil: Too Big to Fail! Time to Bail Out European Civ8ociety

- A Europea Holiday will open up space for
our unity as citizens.

- Conceived on the premise that closer
trading ties between nations would reduce
the likelihood of war between them, the
EU has never been able to develop as
much more than an economic bloc.

- If we as dtizens want a more imaginative,
inspiring Union, if we want different values
to guide European politics, if we want the
compassion, inclusion and mutual trust,
that are the true foundation of
togetherness, we have to agitate for it
ourselvest even iftha - g
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project. «

» Economic ties are not
enough, people need other
affiliations, a more personal
and emotional stake in the

sl amkdmpr _"jc,
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https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/too-big-to-fail-time-to-bail-out-european-civil-society-575be8c88e3f?source=collection_detail----35ad1b727201-----1--------------
https://medium.com/asoulforeurope/letter-to-and-from-europe-92146797c53e?source=collection_detail----35ad1b727201-----8--------------
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- Cultural loyalty is claimed as the province
of conservativenationalists. In the sense
that it is used as a badge of obstruction it
is* yet those in the other political groups
view their culture with affection and
respect too. Valuing the achievements of
past generations, supporting the
institutions that care forthe artefacts and
memories of those achievements, and
backing the cultural activity of the present,

IS a positive virtue in any society.

'@1
Mpe | AgdpAB8_-‘mgjr $ |

Rgrjc8 Apc_rgle

Dmp kMm 8l bg_j mesc
?argtc n_DPppAhagon | B@KIAT |
N_P®Pg QA _qgrgcl
-Uc _pec-
Fmgl8pc_q @magt
Rc g p@Bspmnc | ns-
nmjgrgaqgq gcar gml
amlrglcl
j mmi
ncpqgnc
rfec S
T pm
q

j ga
md
Cspmnc _|
Rf c
c f mu

mnc _| aml
rgml gl |

Npcn_p_rmpw k_rcpg_1j 8

Cspmnc _|

T@ bggp*
Cespprenic kck " cpq9 2?1 i c
cbgr mp* |

gnf cpec
j bgkclqgml_*

i cwumpb
Cspmnc _|
rcvr

Cspm
Cspmnec _

Ns jga Qnfcp
Gl ®Blc prlf_rpggml__ jl j mq
A _dA> " cj
Njyrrlcp*

gq dsrsp
l cugn_ncp, ?jrfms

hmspl jggk mlj w
Lcugp mmk rf pmsef
md rfc umpiqgfnm
_ gbc_qg* qr nylgc
a_+ 1'bc rnpp el _djlg xrcdo
nc | dp_kcumpi a
I L pp_rgtecs=

Alexander Damiano Ricci:Cities for Europe: two suggestions and one (bigparadox

- Fostering interaction among citizens and
among citiesbecomes key to foster the
European integration project

- To preserve the EU integration project the
administrations of urban areas across
Europe might prefer to put aside their
international interactions and, instead,
egtc npgmpgrw rm - _
economic and social cohesion with their
rural surroundings.
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) » Interaction «

Alexander Damiano Ricci
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